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IO what I have ſaid in the fo 
Letters, which were firſt —.— 
ſome Years ago in Hooker's Weekly 
M. iſeellany, and which you now adviſe me to 
reprint in the preſent Form, give me leave to 
premiſe by Way of Preface, that the chief and 
fundamental Article of the Chriſtian Religion, 
upon which the Goſpel Diſpenſation is found- 
ed, viz. God's ſending his Son to take bur 
Nature upon him in Order to redeem — 
ſanctify it by his Blood; this Article, I ſa 

is deny'd by our modern Hereticks, as it ny 
by ſome in the primitive Church; for there 
were very early in the Church, ' as well 
as at this Day, ſuch as oppos d it, and there- | 
by put. quite another Face upon Chriſtianity, 
They did, and ſome do now, interpret away 
that, moſt glorious Manifeſtation God ever 
made of himſelf to Mankind. They ſhut their 
Eyes againſt thoſe Myſteries, which are moſt 
clearly and expreſiy reveal'd to them in the 
A "I 


12 


1 Goſ pel, and have render d the Church of 
— 0 «2 Chriſt little more than a School of Philoſo- 
e ae, Plays" Nor is it Matter of Wonder, that 
22 * 24015 if We conſider, 5 Arians 100 by 
- "tnveofians, inſtead of allowing the Scripture to be 
” PF the Rule to form their Opinions by, have 
EP ood C made their Opinions the Rule of int i 
5 Jure, Scripture, and. that 1 in Doctrines of, the. great- 
* Fit Weight and Importance, eyen in Matters 
rats of Faith, and on which their eternal Slva- 
tion depends. And indeed this we muſt e 
pect; for St. Paul tells us, that Hereſies 
be, and we may ſuppoſe that God permits 
them, that the Church may be ſtill in à State 
militant here upon Earth. But it is or Duty 
to oppoſe and — them. And our Arias 
and Socinians ſhould conſider ; 3 that if CB 
be a Creature, how can God command 
Chriſtians to worſhip and adore him ? as it is 
plain from Scripture he did, and the 1 3 
gels too. So that if Chrift be God, then ben te 
Hereticks are, to pay him Homage due to his 
Divinity. God can no more ſtrip himſelf of 
his Sovereignty, than of his Being. He can 
as ſoon take a mere Creature to his Throne, 
as make over to one his Title to A- 
doration and Worſhip. God, we are told by 


* 13 Jaiah, Chap 42. 8. ſaid, I an 
R the 
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31 
the Loi. Hat 11 my Name; ant my Glory wat 

I not Hoe 70 another 3 as if ke hat faid, My 
Name is Jehova, which dengtes"ime/ t6" by 

the only krue God: And 1 Will aſſert my Ho- f 
nour 1 1 not ſuffer falſe Gods or Creatures, 5 ; 
uſurp that Honour or Glory ry, which is duets 
far ce for the Hebrew Word Cabad 


and Bez in the Septuagint do properly fignify. 


Now it is certain, chat our Saviour himſelf 


told the Fes, bn 5. 25. that all Men ſhould 
honour” Son, eben as they "Bortour the Fu- 
ther : 8 that He that 1 5 not the Son, 
hmnoureth not the Father, which bath ſent hits. 
So that our Saviour muſt be the Jebovab, the 
Lord, equal to his Father as touching bis God. 
head. Befides we are aſſured, that the A- 
poſtles worſhipped him at his Aſcenſion, Luke 
24. 52. As did alſd st, Stephen at his De: 
and St. Paul: at His Converſion. I therefo 
Chriſt was not God as well as Man, „they Were 
guilty ar fdotatry. And what can claſh mite 
direAMly with all Laws natural indAivine, chan 
Idolatry does? If this ſpiritual Adultery Be in- 
nocent, what can be criminal? © ah, ff GO 
can command fo facrilegious ah Ae ion, wha 
can he forbid? In mort, God cothinanded aff 
the Angels to worſhip Chrit, Heb. 1 0 
therefore" muſt be God, "as well as a , at 


A 2 ſaid 


[4] 


ſaid before: Equal to the Father. as touching 
his Godhead, though inferior to the Father as 
touching his Manhood, The Jews. flattered 
themſelves with a N Hab, who ſhould, make 
his Entrance among them in worldly 12 
and Magnificence, loaden with Spoils and 
moſt famous for his Conqueſts, making them 
thereby the Lords of the whole Earth. Now 
we aſſert that our Jeſus was 2 moſt victorious 
Maſiab, not ſuch. indeed as. they expected; 
but wherein he differed, his Atchievem 
and Glories were ſingular and more co 
cuous ; He cured all manner of Diſeaſes 
raiſed the Nead, and triumphed over Devils. 
And never was there ſuch a Defeat given, ne- 
ver thought of before, as when Death was 
overcome. by dying, diſarm'd by him, chat 
ſeem'd its Prey and Priſoner, and when all the 
Powers of Hel were ſhaken and ſubdued; by 
their own, as they thought, proſperous Stra- 
tagems, So that we may juſtly affirm that hit 
divine Nature wrought the Miracles, and his 
human ſuffer d the Afflictions, and that 
though the Temple of his Body ſeem'd to be 
deſtroy d by Death; yet himſelf by his Divi- 
nity did on the third Day raiſe it up again for 
our Juſtificatian. , The Body, it is true, fell, 
and the human Soul was ſeparated from i it, 65 


£68] 


his divine and human Natures ſtill continuing 
united, his Godhead reſtored]. the one to the 
other; ſo. that what he declared to the Jews, 
is moſt true, that he himſelf would raiſe. * 
again; and that be bad. Power to lay down. bis 
Life, and had Power to take ** , John | 
10. M94; 5k 

Another Fan ſor our 23 s Divi: 
nity may be taken from what he condeſe 
ed to do in Order to conyince St. Thomas | 
the Truth and Reality of his Reſurrection. 


He repeated the very Words, which he had 


faid to his Brethren, which was a Proof of 
his Omnipreſence and Omniſcience, and. he 
gave him ſuch ſenſible Evidence of the Reali- 
ty of his Body, as convinced and made him 
acknowledge, that a Perſon able thus to know 
his Words and Thoughts and raiſe himſelf 
from the dead, mult nceds be his very Maſter 
paſtle, yaw fully convinced, adyalizes und 80h 
And indeed the Griginal here, as it is ob- 
ſerved by ſome learned Men, is in Terms ſo 
ſtrict: and with ſuch an Addition of the Greek 
Article, as ſome. Hereticks.even confeſs to be 
2 Character of the Word Gog-being taken in 
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its phoper ind natbfel Seve, "and intehided "i 
the only ttus God. W 
As to a farther Prof of our Saviour's DE 
tiny? heed 1 mentiot „ that chere are in che 
Pentateucb expreſs Prophecies conc 
him, which were punctually and literally ful 
filled? Let any one read Deut. 18. 15, 16, 17. 
18, 19. and deny this, if he can. Here is a 
Prophecy delivered 1400 Years before the < 
vent and literally fulfilled, as appears in 
Goſpel, If any Perſon. would ſee or be full 
acquainted with the 'Proofs taken from by 
old Teſtament of the Nature and Di gnity « 
our bleſſed Saviour Feſus Chrift and hy th 
Holy Spirit; I cannot do any Thing better 
than to recommend to him a "Crows Peruſil 
of the eight Sermons preached at the Le 
founded by the — Lady Moyer, by 
very learned and worthy Yames bs hah D: D 
Vicar of St. Sepulthre's London, "whom 1 
the Honour to be acquainted with at Oxi, 
when he was Fellow of St. Jabn Baptifs 
College there. On this Genta un I take 
the liberty of "recommending an accurate aff 
excellent Performance of the Reverend Dt 
| Randolph, the pteſent worthy Prgguent df 
C. pax a in Anſwer to the late Biſhop ef 
Chogher's Eſſay on Spirit, And if any Perſon 
is 
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to have a full and perfect Know: 
1 1 1 $A Nature of Chriſtian Faith, let 


him read the Sermons preached at the Lady 
Meyer s Lecture by my old intimate Friend 
Dr. F elton 2 of of Edmund Hall, 1 40 125 


4 Socinians ; 3 2 Benne of. the Son — 
Holy Ghoſt fully and clearly proved, as, al 
the Unity of the Godhead, as e in 
the Athanafian Creed: And he very Gully 
obſerves, Page 429. that in this Controyerly w. — 
cannot depart from this Creed without go 

into the Arian or Socinian Creed. . And, here 
give me Leave to .obſerye, that i In this Creed; 
as expreſſed i in our Liturgy, there is not one 
Sentence chat e cannot be proyed from Scrip- 
ture; for even the ,damnatary Sentences, as 
they are uſyally called, may Ae and mah 
expreſly. be proved from it. What in this 
Reſpect can be more clearly, expreſſed,. 
in the Words of St. Mark 16. 16. He that | 
lieveth and 1s. baptized ſhall. be ſaved;. bur be 
that believeth not ſhall he, damned, ot con 
demned, i. e. in the Day. of Judgment s. for 
the Greet Verb, ere uſed by the Evange : 
liſt, is uſed i in cui 2 implies firſt, 


[8] 
factor by a Judge: and ſo it is uſed by our 
viour bümdeif in St. Fobr's s Goſpel, Chap. 
16. Again, ſecondly, this Greet Verb a 
Agio, ſignifies a pronouncing of Sinners g 
and adjudging them to Puniſhment upon upon Con- 

viction of a Fault, as St. Paul ſeems to inti- 
mate'in Rom: 8. 34. And here by St. Mark it 
is uſed in ' Oppoſition to the Greek Verb, 
which ſignifies to be ſaved. And what we are 
here told by St. Mark our blefled Saviour ſaid 
to his Diſciples, may be farther confirmed h 
what he ſaid in Jobn 3.17, 18. For thoug 
the ſimple Verb #pww is here uſed by St. John, 
yet it is often in Scripture taken in the worlt 
Senſe for the compound Verb mene, which 
properly ſignifies ' to condemn; - as in Nom. 
14. 3. and 2 Thef 11. 12. where the Apoſtle 
Words: are very remarkable, aT bucht by © 
very Chriſtian to be remetnbered. That all, 
ſays he, may be damn'd who beheved not 
Truth, but bad Pleaſure in Unrigbteouſneſs, 
To what has been ſaid upon this Point, I 
need only add what js ſaid in the laſt Verſe 
of this third Chapter of St. Fobn's Goſpel. 
He — believerb on tbe Son bath everla . 
; and be that believeth not the Son, ſhall 
not for Life, but the Wrath of God abidelb A. 
him. What! have now ſaid or produced, fi 
ficiently, 
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tn I chink, prove the Truth of what is 
aſſerted in this Creed with Regard: to our Be- 
lief of the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in 
Unity, and that it is ſtill to be worſhipped: by 
us. This is the Catholick or true Chriftiah 
Faith, which it is nebeſſary that we ſhould 
conſtantly hold. And here I may obſerve; that 
a mighty Streſt is laid upon tiiis Faith 
| the New Teſtument, a# procurizig 
good Acceptance of, and great Rewards fot 
all thoſe-vietuous/ Actions, which flow frum n 
Principle fo agreable to the Duty we o to 
our blefſed Savior for his revealing ſuch 
Truths, and enjoyning and moſt clearly 8 
plaining ſuch Daties, us te owe to God, or 
for | Heaven and | &elafting Happineſs, by 
bringing every Thought:in Obedience to dr 
all Doubts concernitig thoſe myſterious Truths, 


plaindy revealed to us. Our Saviour's: Dive- 


nity: and that of ſhe holy \Ghaſt, are ſo - 
preſly mentioned in Scripture, that it is Mat- 
ter of Wonder, that there ſhould be an Arian 
or Sociam in any Qhriſtian Nation... I have 
ſaid ſo much in my two Letters} upon theſo two 
AS of * Faith, which = 
5 y- 


ti 


Clergyman of the Church of Eaglanll dot 
ſubſcribe to and profeſs to believe 3 that it 
—— be thought needleſs to add any thing 
| But I cannot help adding to what. 1 
Mayen aid, what St. Paul has ſuggeſted to us 
in his tenth and twelfth: Chapters of his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians. In the tenth Chap- 
ter he plainly aſcribes to our Saviour what was 
done by Jebovab in the old Teſtament, and 
by Conſequence he gives him the Title of the 
incommunicable Name of the ſupreme God 
Jebovab. Here where I give the Name ef 
Jebovab to our Saviour, let me obſtrye, that 
the Name ſets out God's Eternity, for it im- 
plies all Times, paſt, preſent, and to come: 
The three Syllables in 1 
contain the Notes of all Times. The firſt 
ſignifies the Time to come; the ſecond. 
the Time preſent ; and the third Vab the 
Time paſt, Thus this Title given to CI 
our bleſſed Saviour, which''is, and ' which 
ar, and which is to come,” is an expres I 
terpretation of Jehovah. See Rev. — % IL 
K and 16. 5 E Nr Aan | 

The Apoſtle expreſly tay, 1 Cor. 10. a. Le 
us not tempt Chriſt, as ſome of them alſo tempt- 
e and were dgſtroyed of Serpents. Now who- 


ever conſults the Texts : there: referred ti in 
the 


bu) 


the Margin, vis. Brod. 17. 2; 7: Numb, ar. 
5, 8. Pal. 78.'56. and 95. 9. will find\that. 
Jehovah ſent fiery Serpents among the People; 
and they bit the People, and much People of 
Iſrael died. So that as St. Paul repreſents it; 
the Argument may be framed thus. He that 
was tempted in the Wilderneſs is Jehovah, 
lays Mg But Cbriſ is He, that was tempt», 
ed in the Wilderneſs, ſays St. Paul here; 
Therefore Chriſ is Febovah, and by Conſe- 
quence true God. I think I have now, with 
what is hinted in myother Letters, ſaid enough 
to prove our Saviour's Divinity. I ſhall only 
briefly add a Proof or two of the Perſonality 
and Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt. I own that 
by the Holy Spirit is ſometimes meant ſome 
divine Gift or Grace; but then ſometimes it 


ſignifies no leſs than a Perſon, who proceeds 
from, and is ſent by the Father and the Son; 


ono ee 
ters 14. 15. Now it is moſt certain, that the 
Perſons ſending, muſt be diſtinct from the 
Perſon ſent. He is alſo there called Comforter, 
which is a Proof of his Perſonality, for to 
comfort is a perſonal Action. And our Sa- 
viour tells his Diſciples, that wörn they are 
brought unto  Magiftrates' and Powers," they 
3 * Bod or what they 

| OTE! ſhould 
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ftould anfwer; or what they ſbould hh far 
ab Hoy Ghoſt ſboul teach tbem in the fame 
| Hour what they ought t fay. Luke 12. 15 it 
This is another plain Proof of both his Divi- 
nity and Perſonality. For moſt ſurely a Com- 

forter, a Teacher, and a Remembrance, us he 
is called, in the Places above mentioned, 
muſt be a Perſon. But I will add no moro at 
preſent, than what St. Nun has ſaid in the 
12th' Chapter of his-firſt Epiſtle to the chm · 
thians, as I hinted before, There the Apoſily 
ſpeaking of the Manifeſtation of the Spirit, in- 
forms us; that to one is given by the Spirit 
the Word of Wiſdom; to another the Word 'of 
| Knowledge by the fame Spirit ; to another 1. 
Gift of Healing by the ſame Spirit; t anne 
Faith by the Jams Spirit: 10 anothor' Working 
of Miracles; ta another Prophecy ;'v0 um 
Diſcerning of Spirits ;" to another diverſe Kinds 
of Tongues ; 10 another” [nterprotation"'ef 
Tongues. And ſeeing in the 6th Verſe the A. 
poſtle declares, that it it the fame Gad, which 
worketþ all in all; and in Verſe: the 12100 
chat all wirketb that one and the. folf-fume Ii. 
rit, eruiding to every Man feverally as Ho uu 
It muſt therefore fallow, that this 
one and felf-ſame Spirit, who is here affirmed 
to be an equal Co-Worker with a 


be il the ene andthe el ame: Od unks 
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add what St. Paul ſays in the ad Chapter al 
this Epiſtle: Ho applying to the Qhriſtiati 
Diſpenſation, in the ninth Verſe; that Paſſage 
of 1/aiab, Eye bath not feen, nor. Rar dn 
neither haus enter d into the Heart of Mun the 
Things, whith God hath: prepared for abe 
that love lum in the next Verſe aſſerts, 1 
God hath revealed them unte us by bis! Sieur. 
And he gives us the Noaſem of this his Aſſers 
tion; far the Spirit, ſays he, - urcherh: all 
Things, yea, the deep Things of Gad. And he 
farther intimates, that none hut the Spirit 
was ſufficient for this Purpoſ#j and \cherefbre 
all Knowledge of ſuch Things muſt necefſi« 
rily be derived from him alone; and herein 
lies the Force of what he ſays in tho eleventh 
Yah, * What Mon ent the" Tage Na 
Even fo the Things of God Anowerb no Muin, 
but the Spivit of Ga. This in my Opinion 
proveth,” that the Holy Spitit is God; infinite | 
and omniſcient; for no Creature how o 
lent ſoover he be, being finite, can. of itſelf 
ſearch or know the deep Things of or 
And from hence, I think, it plainly appears that 


the Holy Ghoſt partakes of the ſame divine 


j-TWYI wi 
Eſſence, Nature, or - Subſtance with the Fa- 
ther and the Son, and that he is a diſtin& Per- 
ſon from them both; ORE 
lieve; and worſhip an Unity. in Trinity, and | 
Trinity in Unity, as is revealed in Scripture, 
though it is a Myſtery and above our Com- 
prehenſion. I will conclude in the Words of 
our moſt excellent and orthodox Church; ſay- 
ing, It is meet and right, and our bounden 
Duty, that we ſhould at all Times, and in all 
Places, give Thanks unto Thee, O Lord, A. 
mighty, everlaſting God. Who art one God; 
one Lord; not one only Perſon, but three 
Perſons in one Subſtance. For that which we 
believe of the Glory of the Father, the ſame 
we believe of the Son and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
without any Difference or Incquality. Therg- 
fore with Angels and Archangels, and with all 
the Company of Heaven, we laud and mags 
nify thy glorious Name, evermore prai 
thee, and ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lotd 
God of Hoſts; Heaven and Earth are full of 
thy Glory. Gloty be to * 0 E = 
_ Amen. 


La ego credo, lauds & colo ſanffam Due 
ten in : Unitate divine Nane. 
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though very imperfectly, what may be ſaid in 
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HE-laſt: time 1 bad * e 
wait upon you, we accidentally fell 
into a Diſcourſe about the Arbanafian 
O e ee The Doctrines 
of which, as profeſſed in the Church of England. 
you declared, you believed, and expteſſed a 
great Concern, that it, and ſome of its Doe 


trines, particularly the Equality of the Son 
with the Father, as delivered in it, ſhould be 


ſo much of late objected againſt. '-I' poke'a 
great deal then in Defenoe of both the Creed 
in general, and that particular Doctrine con- 
tained in it; but I could not ſay ſo much, a8 
the Importance of the Subject required: And 
therefore I have given you, Sir, the Trouble 
of this Letter, and herein repreſent to yo. 


— „ 1 


Vindication of boch, which; I hope, will con- 
tribute a little, both towards the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Track. and de Confirmation of 


yo own Faith. - 7 BOY 20% 
"x 


{#6 ] 
And, Sir, in Reſpect of the Creed, though 
the great Learning and Judgment of Dr. Va- 
terland will not permit me to aſſert, that it 
Was, as we now have it, drawn up by Athe- 
nafius himſelf ; yet give me leave to obſerve, 
that it is in its preſent Form very antient. 
Gregory Nazianzen, who died about twenty 
Years after Atbanghius, mentiohs in his Ort 
tion ia praiſe of Athangfus, Orat. 27. a 
feffion. of Faith, which thug. preſented 
to the Emperor, and calls it a r Gifts 1 
bei und with great Vcneration, boch in the H 
38 j6ialloyod-to he'compofat fn ine r meds 
agreeable to it. Biſhop: Sparrow fays of it, 
that it both been received with greet Heuer 
ſien, 65] 4 Treafurt of an ineftituable | Prict, 
both by the Greri and Latin Cbur chet, won: 
I look. upon it, Sir, as one of the beſt Guands 
we have of the Catliolick Faith, as abways 
profeſſed in the Catholick: Church: | And 
therefore if I lewed any Warmtkh in my De- 
fence of it, I hape, it is excuſable, nat ony 
on account of the great Opinion I entertain uf 
it my felf, but alſo of the great Authority an 
Credit, it hath &yer had among all the Ortho 
dox Chriſtians, ' ſince it was firſt to 


the World: For you will allbw. tney Bir, 0 
ſay, 


. bd o 
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ſay, that the Meaſures of our Aual are, or 
ought to be, to the Worth and 
Excellence of the Objects of it; and ure to be 
— by out Opinions or Jadgments ef 

eir Importanet. They are not my Senti- 
— but of {nie very good and ears 
ed Men, that they ne ſtrike ut it, ſtrike at 
the Eftabliſhrirent, not ſo much of the Church | 
of us ef the Church ef "Oh a 
mongſt 48 welt habe nothing ef CW 
anity at All in the Nation, . left 
to to Hitt tobich M br in Bit b E 
I know what great Reſpect and D ee 


due, And öught to be — to All che — 
den ffebene! bur elpe 10 yo dir; ud 
e 


Fain, our pd Si Ries mere W 
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1 1 Trgymnen, ng "a 
ſeribeck 66 ti Phaths Contifned in it mort 
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upon theit Inftituths 
into WH Beiſefer Ydft 30 and" give" ole 
lese 16 Sd, e an "or fitter den 


ko 05 n dre ar cker bei 
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1 81 
— 1 —.— — 
| ought to we ſubſcribe — * 
5 coder — publick > Chand 
get 7 — — 
are not to * learn r + Gen | y of „ and 
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gone 2 Mat, be. 
f inform d, Jouſe to as do t Denso: 
g ITS Sir, a3 1 have 
= 
is no Pro good. Sir, 1 wg they 
Seri either from * 
th bare or expreſs what that 
Ante ; very wen up, if 99 
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where then is their Integrity! i 
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Equivocations' ant: Boadons takingithun ind 
different 9 — Catholicks took 
them in. War An 201 0 6 $5 een 

— 1 faid bend this is he 
beſt Guard or Fence we have of the Chriſtian 
Faith, as it was believed and in the 
primitive Church. And hence it is, that our 
modern'4rians and Socinians ſo much decry 
this Creed, and labour to throw it out of our 
publick Confeſſions of Faith: + becauſe if this 
was once laid aſide, they could ſubſcribe to 
the other, and hold their Preferments with a 


great deal of Eaſe and Pleaſure, and under - 


point for the Support of both amongſt us. But 


This was,” Sir, compoſed chieſſy to hinder 


the ill Effects, and oppoſe the Evußians uf che 


Arian, Sabellium, Macedonian, and Apollinarian 
Hereſies: and therefore it chicfly: regards the 
Doctrines of the Trinity and the Incarnation 
of our bleſſed Saviour. It would take up too 
much Time, and I ſhould treſpaſs too much 
upon your Patience, -if 1 ſhould run through 
it, and ſhew what Hey 


every Propoſition/an- 
<5 tas degrnd ine: A pou 


_ 2 = 
< 2 * REEF: o "> * 


of our late Diſcourſe, being ready to give what 


_ uſed every Day in the puhlick Servi + Bus 


[20] 


Mall eonſins myſelf to the Equality 
with the Father, —— 


ſatis factien I can to you, Sir, or to 4 
war din it.: LH, 34 
But befate I enter upon the direct Brau of 
the Equality of ie ben with the Fathers. 
wucbing his Godhead : In order to ſot before 
you in a clearer Light the : Excellency of this 
Creed, 1 muſt begin at the thied Verſe of it, 
bs, Ni. that we wdithip.ont:Bad in Trinity, 
and Trinity in Unity. This eur Church does 
in many Places of -onr admirable Liturgy; is 
Conformity to primitive. Antiquity. bhe does 
it in her Doualogies, Hymns, Creads, in er 
ſmaller Litany, as well as: in the Beginning 
and the End of her larger; in ſome: of eſe 
we: celebrate the: Praiſes of, in others profeds 
— Aryan res. 
— Oollects. Our ſmallen Litany, Lau 
Meroy upon us, & i antient ly; uſad 
both in the: Bafern''and Migürrn Qlinrches 
having been order'd by an aid Cduncib to h 


were: would 
Tri- 


f ax } 
Triſagium or Thrice-Hely, . exprefiive-iof) the 
Trinity in Unity, was taken hy Christiane of 
the firſt Ages of the Church iato thair Offiaas 
for the Holy Sacrament, and is of divine Ou 
ginal, being taken from ainb G. 3. and N. 
4. 8, for as the Thrice-Hely is enpreſſive 
2 Trinity of Perſons, fo is Lord G? of Hole 
of the Unity af their Nature. 80 conformable 
| is our excellent Church to the Practice oſi tha 
Primitive l $0, well has ſhe guarded the Does 
trine of the gyes+blefied Trinity, and fenced 
it on every Side | And ſo weak or wieked-ars 
ſoch of our Diſſenters, as reject publiek Forms 
of Prayer 48 ſuch, ſeeing they were ulways in 
uſe, and are the, heſt Preſeryatives of tha Dogs 
trines of the Church, and conſequentiy of the 
Goſpel 1-0 D wie IVE D 42D o l 
The i fourth: and fifth: Verſes of this Oed 
are leyel'd- againſt the Sabelhgns and Ariaum 
neither confounding tbe three Henſous in this 
Unity of ene God, as the Saballians confound 
ed the don and the: Holy Ghoſtowith the Fs. 
ther, making the three Perſons! but one Ter- 
ſon : Nar dividing the Subftance, by rmoakitig:lp | 
many different Subſtances or Natures, as. thars 
are different; Perſpns, as the. Arians did. Ia 
Oppoſition” te the former, we profeſs: in the 
m 566 i. Parſon 
| of 


Li 


all che theee diſtin Perſons':- And yet Wah 
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of the Fatber, Another of the Son, en 
of the Holy Ghoſt : and that this Diſtinetion t 
not nominal only but real, will afterwards ap- 
Pear in the 21, 22, and 23 Verſes," But chen 
in oppoſition to the latter, viz- the Ariun, 
we alſo profeſs to believe, as is expreſſed in 
the '6th Verſe, chat the Godhead or divine 
Subſtance of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt 
iu all oe, both in Kind and/ Number, by-an 
Union; for the divine Nature 
oannot be multiply d nor divided. And ſo tlie 
Glory of each Perſon is equal to the Glory oi 
either of the other two, and the Majeſty%f 
all the Three is e- eternal, f. 6. having 10 
Beginning, and will have no End; for che 
Nature being one and the ſame undivided in 
all, the Glory and Majeſty muſt be ſo to 
And hence it is, that all the eſſential A ttri- 
the Three Perſons, as it follows in Verſe the 
7th, and it may very eaſily be proved from 
are equally with the Father Eternal, and e- 
qually infinite in Power, Dominion, Wiſdom 
and Knowledge, &c. Inſtances of thoſe eflens 
tial Attributes are given in the 8th, gth,nothy 


13th, r5th, and 17th Verſes, which belong üs 


Voity 


ſen diſtinAly and % hnnſelf to be Gad and 
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Unity or Non- diviſion is ſuſſicienily guarded 
by\ the 1 ith, tath, 14th; zötch, and -a8th 
Verſes, which is alſo cvident from Dur. 6. 
Mark 12. 29. 1 Crintb. 8. 4-: and many mare 
Texts, which it would be a0 2 
tedious to mention here. And though we ars 
taught in Scripture to acknowledge every Per. 


Lord: yet are me forbiddey by the ſame Scrips 
ture ta Jay, thereibe three Gods or three Lanai 
Verſes 19th, 2oth. But ſtill though this Unity 


common eſſential Attributes; yet have they 
eſpecial Properties, by which they are really 
diſtinguiſh d from one another. One Nerſus 

is not another and they are not one Perſon 


but three Herſona, being diſtinguiſh'd by theit 
perſonal Properties, as expreſſed in the aiſt, 
22d, and 23d Verſes. The Father is mdr 
none, neither oreated nor bægorten; the Son it 
not made” nor created, but begotten of tbe Fas 
ther alone fron all Eternity; and not in Time 
as the Ariant maintained; for:the Father wap 
always Father, and the Son always Son, and 
did not become either of them ſo, in any 
Time, with reſpect to each other, as i Matr. 
3 _ GE A a 


Places: 


[ 2+ } 
Places: and therefore by this perſonal: Pro. 
perty the Som id really and truly diftirgfuided 
from. the Fathet, who is of none, Aud tie 
Holy Ghoſt is not of the Father alone but 
from both Father and Soft, and. Gterefore is 
diſtinct from both ; - but howi the proceeded 
from them, or how the gon is hegstren af the 


only that theſe Things ms greg 
tending to ſhew the Manner, how they art 
ſog and it is owing to Mens Ignorance et 
to explain Myſteries or what is inexplicable. 
But now that the Holy Ghoſt doth proceed 
from both the Father and the Son,/is\evident, 
becauſe he is the Spirit of the Bom as web as 
of: the Father, and was ſent hy the one 
well as by the other, Jen 24. nc an 161, 
14 Nam! 8; 9. Gul, 4. 6. N 1. 40 1 
Perſdns in the Unity of the Godhead,” And 
ſeeing there is 4 Difference of Order. a Fir 
a gecond and a Third Perſon, unbegotum or 
unoriginate, begotten and procesdihg in tht 
Holy Trinity; we may allow Subomindation 
nn which makes thiat Tert f 
20 | a St. Jobn 


FEES AMER r . 


Father is greater-dhiun i if it ſhould be ſaps 


[a] 
St. John 1 ad. plain, where he days; My 


poſed to be taken in Reſpect af his Diving 
and not his Human Nature only: fbr ard 
ing to· tho Chriſtian Oeconomy we: allow a 
perſonal Dignity to the Father aboye the gᷣou: 
but then, as it is expreſſed in the 24h Verſe 
of this Creed, none 57 afore ur ter either of 
the orber with Regand to Time o Duration, 
and none it greater or lgſi than another in Point 
of eſſential. Dignity or: Perfection of Nature: 
but the whole. three Perſbns are co-ater nal -tp- 
getber and co-equal: And here is no Contra 
or Covequality, . this Priority and Subordina 
tion in und and the ſame Neſpect: But the 
ſormer is taken in and athſlure denſe with Rer 
gard to their Nature, which is one and th 
ſame. undivided in Allithe Three Petſons, and 
thereſone enn have no Priority or Iuferiority 


in it 3. and the latter is underitved. in Reſpect 


of their Order, that the Father has a relatmu- 
Superiority or petſonal Dignity- cin that he is 


the Fountain of [Divinity Sod, of and from 


himſelf, and that the Son has his Rſſence and 
Divinity communicated to him by,.or derived 
from the Father, and in this relatiue genſe is 
ſubordinate to him: as we ſay, that the Sn 

uy 16 


Unity of the-Godhead;::0rasithe-oner-Gid)ug 
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Perſon; and the Hdly Ghoſt of both. Uu 
therefore hot the Sectind Perſom as the: Shm g 
but the Third. So trat it is condludodꝭ in 
Verſe a th, char-the Unit in Trinity; and gur 
Trinity iu Unity. (or ir Three Porſanas ani the 


ro be wor/hipped diſtinct without. Diziſiong nud 
united without Confuſion: ab is evident frag 
the Form in-Baptifm, and the. Apoſtolical Be 
nediction; 2 Cor. 13, 14. two mention acthing 
elſe The Ancient Fathers, who urgad thi 
Words in the Form of Baptiſm. againft\the 
\Aritns, have obſerv'd 3- thut it is not; ſaid; 
the Names in the Plural, but, in the» Nawe in 
the Singular; as deſigning an Authority cm 
mon to the Three Perſons, Father Son u 
Holy Ghoſt ; the Unity of Natute being thus 
included in the Unity ef Name, which is that 
of God, fince Baptiſm carmot be fuppaſid 
to be adminiſterd in che Nase of amy bet 
God ene 195 * 2.201, 280 100 ie 
What fohows, 655, iv in-Oppotition 05 f. 
Entychian and Herefies, tie for- 
mer of — or Ws 
'Chrif, making the Human to be wholly 

forpt in the Divine, and not to remain 
tinet in tis Petſom; and * 
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Fleſh or Bodyl Hence he is, as s ſuid in the 


zd Verie,” by Conſequence equal to' the F 
ther un touching dir Obe, or Divine Na- 
ture; and at the ſame Time 2xferdor in tbe Far 
ther A touching bus Manhood, or Human Na- 
ture nd yet he is not two Chrifs,' but one 
Chrift; Verſe 34th. Not by Cn of Ne- 
tures, "as the Eutychians held; but by an en- 
tire Univn'-of two diſtinct Subitances in one 
Perſon 549uſt” as the Soul and Body | united, 
though! diſtin "Subſtances and different in 
theit Natures, do not make two Men, but one 
Man.“ But how this Union is made, ie a 


Myſtery ſtill, and not here explained ;- Juſt as 


the Union of the gouf aud — is 


_ forms us in what Senſe'\this:and-ſuck other 


Union, by the Union of the Soul and 


Verſes in this Light, that I might render, 


what I have farther to offer to your Conſe 
deration in Relation to the Equality of ae 
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not / explain the * Manner; how the Utliow' of 


Myftery and unreveard; but only -obvidees 
the falſe Interpretations of Henetichef and in- 


Objects of our Faith, as are reveal ds as fur 
as reveal'd, are to be taken. And the 
Illuſtration of this Hypoſtatick or 


Man, is vaſtly fine and perſuaſive 3 for I defy 
any Philoſopher or Metaphyſician of the highs 


- eſt Wit and deepeſt Penetration, to explain to 


us the Manner, how this Soul and Body a 
united together... A 
«112k; have been ſorced, Bir, 10, Plege theſe 


Son with the Father, as touching hie God- 
head, as it is expreſſed in this Creed, mote 


In Reſpect of this Equality you may te- 


| member, „——7r* 


and truly God, — — 


Cal. 1. 16. imply d that Equality z-1{becadſe 
* Gedtioad: being —— 
Degrees. 
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Degrees. · They mull, though diiipent Bes- 
ſons, be one God, or Cori muſt not be God 


at all. I think all Philoſophers agree, that 


Infinity, which is implied in the Notian or 


ogy — — 


In — ———— 
Father's. only begotten 8on, in ſuch a Senſe 
as no Creature is or can be, which deſtroys 


both the i and - Socinian Hypotheſes, if 
duly attended to. For if he were a Creature, 
though never ſo excellent, the Title of On 
Begatten could not belong: to him. Ne would 
then be made or created, as other Creatures 
are, though ſuperior to them, and differ from 
Angels in Excellency of Nature only; as thay 
do from us; and be a Son in the ſame Senſe 
poſition he would be a created Being as they 


fill -pregicated of, or con to us all The 
Title of Oh Begotten Sen muſt imply, that 


muſt - infer a Gomnmunication of his Nature 
0 tion 


Text compared with Cal. 1. 16. cvidentiy u 
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tion ie madd this Creed does not ſay; ĩt is ſuill 
as J ſaid before, 4 Myſtery, and not to abs 
wer oringr-vanky by ut f n 
Give me leave, Bit to obſarud her, ut 
vba 1 3. does. of itſelf holy overturn- iht 
ufrian Hypotheſis; for if Cn thai Hiond 
made all Things, and witbout Hum ut ot! any 
Thing made that vas made, then heicould nat 


be made or be a Creature himſelii umleſa e 
made himſelf ; but this would imply 2 Con- 
_ tradiction, and ſuppoſe him to be and nat 4 


be at the fame Time. And again, this very 


throws the Socinian Scheme, and proves aur 
Saviour to have had a Being, or to have exits 
ed before he was born of the Virgin Mary, atld 
that the Creation of the material, World is a 
be afcrib'd to him, as well as the new Crna 
tion or Renovation of the m World. Fur 
in Caiga. 1. 16. it is erpreſſy ſaid; that val 
-Things in Heaven, Priuripalitier and Poum 
re crruted by him. Now the Angels, which 
kept their ſirſt State, did not want a new 
Creation or Renovation. in a moral Senft t 
our Saviour s coming, or at che Beginning f 
the Goſpel- Diſpenſation, and the Devi had 
it not granted to them; for, if we will 


lieve St. Jude, tbey ure reſerved" in everlaſting 
s Chains 
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tur .great-Dey.: Jude 6: Od bath ſa-leved 
Mankind, that he hath given them a Mediab 
tor and Redeemer, but the Devils Have. had 
none. And this pute mein Mind af another 
Text in Mubei 2. 16. Ne (Chriſt) vii ont 
not an hite the Nature Angeln, 'but! le 
on ——— Fottel-Pht 
of the Verſb is an invincible Proof « 


effential/ Divinity, as the latter is of His real 


and the whole is an utideniable 
A what both the lon und 
Soeinians maintain. He ron not on bim the 
Nature of Angels,. of ho took not hold ef Arc 
gels to vedeem them; and yet can it be 
thought, that if according to Aan he ns 
one of the ſupremeſt Order of Angels, he 
would not have laid hold of them, to ſave 
them from finking in everlaſting Deſtruction, 
if he could? or if, according to Socinut, he 
was hut 2-mere- Man, ban we imagine, b 
he could have aſſumed the Native 
to redeem, if he woul#? And yet the Text 
that he could have aſſumed either 
the rib th adhd; wh The pleaſed ; and 
uf implies, that he mult of Neceflity have 
been of « different Nature from either of thoſe 
tho Natures which” he had in his Power" ud 
8 Choice 


\ 
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Choice to have aſſumed: and what other Na- 
ture beſides the Divine can be mee 
I-leave to them to ſind out.. —k3 
u muſt farther obſerve, Sir, chat dhe Jens 
the Son of God was God and equal 
to the Father, and therefore ſought to May 
Feſus, becauſe he ſaid, he was the former, 
which ämply d the latter. Jobn 5. 18. I have, 
Sir, more than once mention d this Chapter 
chis Equality of the Son with the Father 
and . juſtifies the Atbangſian Creed, if there 
were no other Proofs in Scripture ſor it: Let 
it then be conſider d a little. The Jews ſup- 
poſed che Son of God was God, and thereſbs 
equal to the Father: and they ſought to ſlay 
Feſus, becauſe he had aſſerted the one expreſly 
of himſelf, Ver. 15th, (See alſo ubm 10. 334) 
and the other by Implication upon their Prin- 
ciples. You will allow, Sir, that our Savipur 
is repreſented, as a Man of Honqur and Inte- 
grity quite through the New Teſtament. Now 
as an honeſt Man ſhould. have; done, he is ſo 
| far from. undecciving the Jews, if chen aged 
. falſcly upon their Suppoſition, viz. that if he 
; was the Son of God, he muſt be God a 
equal to the Father; that he,.confirms their 
5 — 
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ing an Equality of Operation with the Father, 
Verſes a0, 21. which follows an Equality of 
Nature; for Modus Operandi, as the Philoſo- 

phers tell us, ſeguitur Madum Eſſendi: i. e. the 
Manner or Meaſure of Acting follows the 
Manner or Meaſure of Eſſence: i. e. if he 
were not equal to God in Nature, and conſe- 
quently in Power, he could not do what God 
did. And then he aſſerts, that divine Wor- 
ſhip or Honour is to be paid to the Son as 
well as to the Father; which is not to be 
done Drut. 6. 13. 5. a0. and 1 Sam. 7. 3. 
Marth, 4. 14, and Luke 4. 8. unleſs he were 
really and truly God, the Lord God of Iael. 
After this he makes uſe of ſour Arguments to 
prove himſelf God, and conſequently as they 
ſuppoſed equal to the Father. The firſt is 
at Verſe the 25th, here he aſſerts in expreſs 
Terms, that by his Voice he ſhould raiſe and 
judge all. Mankind, which implies infinite 
Power and Knowledge; for none can raiſe all 
but he.that has al: Power; and none can judge 
all, but, he that knows all. This Hint to you, 

Sir, .is ſufficient; if I leave any Thing here, 
not made clear enough, upon the leaſt, Inti- 
2 1 will e Io een it more 
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Jobs the Baptiſt, whoſe Teſtimony they ac- 


the Son of God by a Voice from Heaven, 


r "pry" 
e 4 — 3 2 1 * 


Teſtimony of the Father by 
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The next Argument is the Teſtimony: of 


acknowledg'd to be true, becauſe they eg 
teem'd him a Prophet, Verſes 32, 734; Now 
Jobn had declared, that he heard him called 


Matt. 3. 16, 17. "Luke 3. 22. and Jobn 1. 32, 
33, 34. And hence he called him ihe Luk 
God that taketh away the Sins of the World. 


John 1. 29. See alſo Jobn 3. 31, &c” And 


Jobn Baptiſt was counted a Prophet, Matt, 
14. F. 21. 26. Luke 20. 6. and the Teſtimo- 


ny of a Prophet 222 their own Ro 
"was true. 


The third Argument is Gen from the 
. the Miracles he 
did, Verſe 36. in Confirmation of the Truth 
of his Saying, that he Was the Son of God. 
He purſues this Argument more fully in the 
8th Chapter, where he aſſumes to himſelf, 
(faying, Before Abraham war, I am) the in- 
communicable Title of the ſupreme God, 
Jobn 8. 58. and in Verſe the 37th, and 38th 


of the roth Chapter he aſſerts, that he was in 


the Father, and the Father in him, Ze. 
having one and the ſame Nature or Effence, 
or as is declared Verſe the zoth, be an In 
Farber are one, i. e. one God or W 


oS 


o 


deed be proved, that he is no more than 
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in Nature or Subſtance: for to ſay that they 
are one in Reſpect of an Unity of Sentiments 
or Will only, as the Sociniant and Arian. 
would make us believe, is as abſurd and ridi- 
culous, as if I ſhould fay, that the Father and 
an Angel or a, glorified Saint are one Being 
in an abſolute Senſe, becauſe they have no 
other Will than that of God the Father. In 
ſhort, Sir, to reduce the Unity of the Son 
with the Father to a bare Unity of Opinions, 


ſuch as that of the Diſciples with each other 


was, and thus to take away from Feſus Chriſt 
that moſt adorable Unity, by which he is co- 


eſſential with the Father, they muſt deprive 
him of the Title of God, of the true God, of 
the great. God, which the Scriptures. aſcribe 
to him; they muſt deprive him "of the angul 
Dignity of Creator, and of being God over all 
bleſſed for ever, which the fame Scriptures 


every where attribute to him. If it could in- 


merely the Miniſter of the eternal Father; then 
truly it might be ſuppoſed, that the Unity he 
has with the Father is no more than that, 
which the Diſciples had with one another, an 
Unity of Sentiments, or Conſent of Will and 
Affections; and not an Unity of Eſſence, or 
lent of Nature: hs 
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fible to take away from him all the ſublime 
Characters of Divinity? Not vhilſt we have 
the Benefit of the Holy Scriptures, and the 
Uſe of Senſe and Reaſon. Vigilus Biſhop of 
Tapſum, writing againſt the eabellians, 'who 
confounded the Son and the Holy Ghoſt with 
the Father, has with a very delicate Turn of 
Thought and acute Judgment oppoſed thei 
and the Ariant, who divided the Nature of the 
F ather and'the Son, to each other, and con- 
futed both their two oppoſite Hereſies by dhe 
and the ſame Sentence: Feſus Chriſt has ſaid, 
fays he, T and my Father are one : im faying, 
T and my Father, he has divided what Sabel. 
lus wrongfully confounds; and in adding are 
one, he has united what Ariur ſeparates.” 1 
might purſte this Point a great deal farther, 
if the Compaſs of this Lotter would 
but I am afraid, I ſhall treſpaſs too much; Sir 
upon your Patience, by what I have already 
ſaid, and am yet to offet to r 
Subject. But I beg leave to 
fourth Argument, which our Saviour — in 
the 5th Chapter of St. John; it is taken from 
the Teſtimony of the Scripttires, Ver. 30. and 
| particularly from what "Mofes* had wrote of 
him, Verſe 46. See Gen. 3. 15. and 49. 10. 
Deut. 18. 15, to, J* might mention l great 
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many more Texts from the Pſalms,” Jſaiab; bl 
remiab and other Prophets; but tis needleſs to 
do it to you, Sir, who have been converſant 
in the Scriptures, or as St. Pail ſaid of Tm. 
thy,” have knon them from à Child. 
The next” Argument I ſhall” make uſe of 
Sir, to prove the Equality of the Son with: the 
Father, as touching his Godhead, is taken 
from Phil. 2. 6, y. The Apoſtle there teaches 
us a Leſſon of Humility from the Example 
of Chriſt, wbb being inthe Form of Gol if e. 
being God, thought it no Act of Preſumption 
or Robbery to take upon him the Styſe and 
Title of being equal to God] yet did not take 
upon him as God's Equal, made no Oſtenta- 
tion of his Deity upon Earth; but! willin 
abaſed and humbled himſelf;n raking upon 
the Form of a Servant, or becoming Man, 
Where it is evident, that our Saviour ſubſiſted, 
or was in the Herm of God, before he took 
upon him the Form" of a Servant,” or becume 
Man, By this is the wonderful Condeſcenfioh 
of our Lord exhibited to us in that he de- 
ſcended from the higheſt State to the loweſt, 
and became real Man for us, who are in tlie 
loweſt Rank of Intelligent Beings. As there- 


fore the taking upon himſelf tbe Form u 
I does denote his being real Man ſo 
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I conclude, that the Son of God according w 


[ 38 ] 
by his being in the Form of God muſt be meant 
his being real God: this is the plain and na- 
tural Conſtruction of the Words. Form muſt 
be taken in one and the ſame Senſe in both 
Expreſſions: i. e. as Form in the latter does 
ſignify the Reality of his Human Nature; ſo 
in the former it muſt ſignify the Reality of his 
Divine. And this ſtrongly concludes againſt 
the Ariant, that the Nature, wherein the 8on 
of God ſubſiſted before his Incarnation, was 
not created: for as ſoon as he took a created 
Nature, he was in the Form of a: Servant, 
which he never was in before he became Man, 
by this Text. But according to the Arian, 
who make a Creature of the Son of God, 


exiſting: before he became Man, he muſt have 


been in the Form of a Servant even before his 
Incarnation; for every Creature, as ſuch, how 
excellent ſoever, is with Reſpect to God, its 
Creator, in the Condition of a Servant, and 
owes him Service and Obedience. From hence 


that excellent Nature, in which he ſubſiſted 
before his Incarnation, was equal to the Fa- 
ther, as the Apoſtle here aſſerts. For the Ar- 
gument lies thus, Chrif, being in the Form & 
Gad, thought it no Robbery; or no taking what 


2 belong to links to be equal with Gad: 
No 
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Now if he thought it no Robbery, no aſſuming 
2 Title he had no Right to, by Conſequence it 
was no Robbery; and if it was ho'Robbery;/ no 
pretending to be what he was not, he muſt be 
Equal; and if Equal, he muſt be God by Na+ 
ture, as the Father is. Clemens Romanus; Who 
was St. Pauls own Companion, and "made 
Biſhop of Rome by him, and Hermas and afin 
Martyr all give the ſame Interpretation of 
this Text that I do; whoſe Words I will {end 
you, if you defire them. But Fuſtin Martyr 
has ſo very much about the Godhead and the 
Equality of the Son with the Father, that it 
would be endleſs as well as needleſs to quote 
all his Paſſages. Tertullian, who flouriſh'd 
in the Middle of the ſecond ' Century; 130 
Vears beſore the Council of Nice, wrote 4 
Diſcourſe againſt Praxeas the Subellian, from 
the whole Tenor of which it is apparent, that 
Praxeas Hereſy in aſſerting the Father, Sor 
and Holy Ghoſt to be but one Perſon, wal 
founded upon theſe two Suppoſitions. ' Fixſt, 
that the Catholicks maintain d, that the Fa- 


ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt were of one and de 


ſame Subſtance, and conſequently equal as t6 
their Divine Nature, 'which\ was true.” And 


ſecondly, that there could not poſſibly be, 
as the Catholicks — * 
f er- 
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- cations, to obyiate the perverſe-Interpretatigns 


Subſtance or Nature of his Father, and conſer 


11 


Perſons ſubſiſting in one and the ſame! Nature, 
which was, falſe. Againſt this laſt falſe Suppo- 
ſition of Praxeas, Tertullian has theſe remark» 
able; Aſſertions, that the Father, Son and Hay 


Ghoſt, are of, one Subſtance, and one State, an 


one, Power, and, that they are not Unus, one 
Perſon, but Unun, one Being, plaply alluding 
to 1 Jabn 5. 7 » +00 
What we call, Sits the Niue Creed, is 
nothing elſe, but the entire antient Creed of 
the oriental Churches with ſome, few Expli- 


and ſubtle Evaſions of Arius and Macedonius, 
made by the Fathers of the Council of Mia 
againſt the former, who denied the real and 
true Divinity of the Son, and the Council of 
Conſtantinople: againſt the latter, who denied 
the Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt. The Sum of 
what they added by Way of Explication t 
the Rule of Faith with Regard to the Son is 
this, that he is no. Creature, nor made; bur 
very God of very God, ſubſiſting in the ven 


quently equally, partaking of the eſſential Atr 
tributes belonging to the Divine Nature with 
the Father. Arius would allow our Saviour 
to be God, but, not God by Nature, a made 


2. ae Soden inferior One; created, 1 * 
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[ 41 ] 
deed before the World began, but not God 
from Eternity. So that what is there added 
by way of Explication to the old Apoſtles 
Creed, which Arius would fubſcribe to, is, as 
I faid before, to obviate his Evaſions, and to 
ſhew in what Senſe the Apoſtles and primitive 
Ante-Nicene Fathers took the Word Som id 
the Form of Baptiſm, and this Exproſſiom in 
the Holy Scriptures, vis. JV ORR any 
begotten Som of God. 
I might, Sir, prove this Equality — 
ny more Texts, as that he is called by St. 
Paul, God over all, bleſſed jor ver. Ram. 9. 5. 
and by St. John, the true God, and tternidl 
Life. 1 Jobn g. 20. But the 7th Verſe of this 
laſt Chapter, 7 here are three that bear Record 
in Haven, the Father, the Logos ar Word, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are ont, 
i. e. one God or Being; this Verſe, I fayy is 
abundantly | ſufficient for this  Purpalſe. | A 
Verſe; whicetr is now, after what Dr. Milfs 
in his New Teſtament, and David Martin, 
Rector of the French Church at Uzrecht, in 
his Differtations upon it have ſaid; allowed by 
all learned Men to be genuine. I think it in- 
coateſtably appears to be fo, becauſe it was 
read in Churches in the old Tralic4 Bible, and 
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che Arien in their Confeſſion of Faith deli. 


Holy Ghoſt, and from the End of the Verſe 


[ 42 ] 


vered to King Hunerick ; which never would 
have been done, if it had been à diſpu- 
table Text. It is quoted not only by Tertul. 
lian, St. Cyprian, Eugenius, Fulgentius, Vittar, 
Facundus and Vigilius of Tapſum, all Africans; 
but alſo was in the moſt antient and correct 
Copies of the Roman Church. It is quoted by 
St. Eucherius of Lyons; we meet with it alſo 
in the Complexiones of Caſſiadarius Senator, 
where he reads, & bi tres unus eft Deus, in- 
ſtead of unum, either by way of Explication, 
or truſting to his Memory without conſulting 
the Original. However this proves, that there 
was ſuch a Text, which is all I alledge it for, 
Mr. Tells, Rector of St. Matthew's, F riday- 
feet, has defended the Genuineneſs of this 
Text with great Learning and Accuracy. 1 
think (for I have it not by me) it is in his 
Examination of the Angla- greet New Teſta- 
ment, Part II. What more Proofs need we 
require to pronounce it genuine? Yigilius of 
Tapſum urges it ſtrongly againſt the Arians; 
and not only mentions the three Witneſſes in 
Heaven, but aſcribes to every one of them his 
diſtinct Name, the Father, the Son and the 


concludes their Unity in the Godhead. The 


Num- 
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Number three thus reduced to one is the total 
Overthrow of the Arian and Socinian Heres 


ſies; and therefore tis no Wonder, that theſe 
Anti-trinitarians uſe their utmoſt Endeavours 
to throw this Text out of the New Teſtament 


and rob us of it: for by theſe extraordinary 


Words, theſe three are one, the Unity of Na- 
ture in the three Perſons preſents itſelf with- 
out any Difficulty to the Underſtanding _ 
Faith of every Chriftian. : 

I might here add, uu das thiibar wos ths 
Lord Jebovab, whs appeared to Abrabam 
and the Patriarchs, and to Moſes and the Pro- 
phets in the Old Teſtament; and that the 
Holy Lord of Hoſts, whoſe Glory 1/aiah aw, 
Chap. 6. 3. is Chrift, as we are affured by 
St. Jobn in his Goſpel, Chap. 12. 40, 41. 1 
might alſo here add, how a Hymn calf d ops 
1 de, or Glory to God on high was ſung to 
Chrift, as God, and was in uſe long before the 
Nicene _ and is mentioned or alluded 
to by Pliny the younger in his famous Epiſtle 
to the Eapeler Trajan. I might alſo mention 
St. poo om and St. Fohr's Prayers to our u- 
viour, which infer his Godhead. I might 
prove this Point farther from the gufficiency 
of his Sacrifice ; for though he ſuffer d only 


in 1 his Human * che ſhedding of his 
7 Blood 
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But if any Perſon, after what I have ſaid, 
does ſtill doubt of the Equality of the Son 


that Chris, who came to wy. an End to tis 


141 


| Blood could not have beon a Ftkcient Menn 


ment for the Sins of Mankind, unleſs it had 
receiv'd an infinite Value from the Union of 
the Divine Nature to the Human in his Per- 
ſon. And hence the Church of God is ſaid 
to be purchaſed with his own Blood, AA, 29, 
28. becauſe it was purchaſed with the Blood 
of that Perſon, who is God as. well as Man, 


with the Father; let him ſeriouſly canſider the 
Form in Baptiſm, Mart. 28. 19. whereby we | 
are admitted into the Religion of, and: profeſs 
to worſhip Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt. s 
it conſiſtent with common Senſe to ſuppoſe, 


Idolatry. and , Superſtition, af the Heathgn 
World, and to eſtabliſh the Worthip of the 


one true God every where, ſhould order. us to 
be baptiz d into the Name, i. e. into the Ber 


lief and Worſhip of the one true God, and 
two Creatures of an inferior Nature: as the 
Son and the Holy Choſt muſt be, if they are 
not the one God, or equally Partakers af the 
Divine Nature with the Father ? $7 ag 

But I am afraid, Sir, I have carried. my 
Reflections too far and am grown tedious: I 
every thing I have ſaid, be duly conſidered, 


it 


n — % 


Cn: 
it will take off that Noiſe and Clamour, which 
the Enemies of the Chriſtian Faith uſually 
make againſt the Damnatory Sentences, as they 
are commonly called, in the Beginning and 
End of the Athanafian Creed. For he that 
obſtinately perſiſts in the Denial of the Holy 
Trinity, and the neceſſary Doctrines of the 
Incarnation, &c. in Effect denies the whole 
Oeconomy of the Gaſpel; and therefore with- 
out Repentance and revoking his wicked Ef- 
rors can expect no Salvation by it. Tf this, 
Sir, gives ybu any Pleaſure and Satisfaction in 
reading it, and contributes any Thing to the 
Confirmation of your Faith, I have my End 
in writing it; and need, I hope, make no o- 


ther Apology for ſending it to bu, than that 
hereby take an Opportunity of ſhe wing my 
own Zeal for the Paith onre dafuer b 
Saints, and moreover of thinking you for all 
Favours, eee eee "OI BY 
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hope with the worthy Author of it, that that 


SIA, 


VER ſince I was admitted into the 
Pune nn 

by God's Grace, as at' my Ordination 
in a moſt ſolemn Manner I had promiſed to 
do, that I would teach nothing, as required 
of Neceſſity to Eternal — but what 
may be concluded from, and proved by the 
Holy Scriptures, which contain ſufficiently all 
Doctrine required of Neceſſity for Eternal Sal- 
vation through Faith in Jeſus Cbriſt. I like» 
wiſe, as I then promiſed, reſolved with my- 
ſelf to be ready at all Times, according to the 
beſt of my Capacity, with all Diligence to ba- 
niſh and drive away all erroneous ſtrange- 
Doctrine contrary to God's Word, to main» 
tain the Truth, inſtru the ignorant, and con- 
firm the wavering or doubtfut: And here 1 
will borrow an Expreſſion from a late Weekly 
Miſcellany, Number CCCLIX. and humbly 


omni- 
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omnipotent Saviour, who died ifor me, will 
give me Reſolution to perſevere in his Service, 
and an ample Reward for my beſt, though 
weak Endeavours, to promote his Religion. 
In ſome meaſure to fulfil my Engagements, 
and to ſhew the. Sincerity of my Reſolution, 
when I found the principal and diſtinguiſhing 
Doctrines of. Chriſtianity, which: regard the 
Divinity of our Saviour and the Holy Trinity, 
ridiculed and burleſqued in this Neighbour-- 
hood by ſame, and look'd upon by not à few, 
either as Points of Speculation only, or as 
Matters of no Moment, whether we believe 
them or not, I drew up a Letter in Vindica- 
tion of the Atbangſian Creed, and our Saviour's 
Equality with the Father: as touching his God- 
head; which Letter being ſhew'd to ſome 
Friends, I was prevail'd upon to let it be ſent 
to the Author of the Weekly Miſcellany, where 
in - was publiſh'd ſome time ago... , 7 
I ſhall ever eſteem theſe: the principal and 
diſtinguiſhing DoQrines of Chriſtianity, - and 
the Belief of them abſolutely neceflary to Sal 
vation in this Country, where the Light of the 
Goſpel ſhines with ſo great a Luſtre, and no 
Man needs want ſufficient and proper Means 
of Inſtruction, if he will but attend to, or ap- 
ply for them. Theſe Doctrines I endeavour d 
[14 to 


[ 48 ] 4 


to prove by Texts of Scripture, ſet in 2-plaie; 
caly. and natural Light, without any [forced 
Conſtruction : I ſet them in ſuch a Light 48 
I thought, would convince every unprejudiced 
and. confiderate Reader; but to my great 
Surprize a certain Gentleman, who lives in my 
Neighbourhood, did lately declare in puhlie 
Company and before my Face, that he was ſo 

far from being convinc'd by it, that on the 
contrary he was by my Letter made more 
doubtful of thoſe Doctrines, than he was be- 
fore, Surely this muſt be owing to want of 
Attention and due Conſideration, and not to 
want of Capacity, to any Prejudice, or corrupt 
Mind in him. I cannot in Charity attribute 
it to the latter, and therefore muſt aſtribe it 
to the former. I never heard that he was given 
to Scepticiſm or Infidelity, or that his Mind 
was poiſon d by reading the Independent. Whig, 
and ſuch like Books; which are here indui- 
triouſly ſpread about to weaken- Men's Faith 
and corrupt their Manners. I muſt therefore} 
Sir, deſire you to lend him my Letter again; 
and let him read it over more attentively. Nis 
chief Objection was to that Part of it, where- 
in I ſay, that the Father is prior to, or before 
the Son in Order. He does not obſerve, hat 
We not in reſpect of thei 
eſſential 
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eſſential Attributes, but in their relative Ca- 


pacity. My Words are, None i greater ur 
« Jeſs' than another in Point of eſſentiai Dignity 
« or Perfection ;' but the whole three (that is in 
this Neſpect) are co- eternal and to- cui. 
„And here is no Contradiction; fore do 
not take this Co- eternity and Co- equality, 
this Priority and Inferiority or Subordina« 
tion in one and the ſame Reſpect; but the 
former is taken in an abſolate Senſe with 
Regard to their Nature, which is one and 
« the: ſame, undivided in all the three Per» 
« ſons, and therefore can have no Priority or 
« Inferiority in it; and the latter is underſtood 
in Reſpect of their Order, that the Father 
has a relative Superiority or perſonal Digs 
« nity, in that he is the Fountain of Divinity, 
God of and from himſelf; and that the don 
« has his Eſſenoe and Divinity communicated 
« to him by, or derived from the Father, and 
« in this relative Senſe is inferior to him, G 
This is all agreeable to primitive Antiquity;” 
and modern Orthodoxy ; to what the ancient 


Fathers aſſerted, and all: our modern ſound 


Divines have ſaid upon this Subſect: And if T' 
had not been right, ſuch is Mr. Hooters Impar- 
tiality and unbiaſs'd' Zeal for me Faith once 
n to the Saints, that he would not 

5 G have 


[50] 
have publiſh'd my Letter at all, or I ſhould 
have had his Remarks upon it in his Mice. 
lany before this Day. His very Publication of 
my Letter is a Vindication of it, or at leaſt 
an Argument, that it contains nothing in it, 
but what is conſonant to the Analogy of 
Faith. Deſire him, Sir, to conſult Dr. Ham- 
mond upon the Text, Jobn 14. 28. before he 
finds fault with me, and he will find that the 
Doctor ſays, he that ſent me is as ſuch (i. e. in 
that relative Senſe) greater tban I who am ſent 
by him; or Mr. Burkitt, who has explain'd 
this Text more fully. Firſt, he obſerves, as l 
alſo did, that it muſt be underſtood with Re- 
ference to Chri/f's Human Nature, as Media- 
tor; for ſo he was the Father's Servant, and 
the Father as God was greater than he as Man: 
Again, fays he, the Father may be ſaid to be 
greater than Chriſt in regard of his Paternity, 
as being the Fountain of the Deity; the Fa- 
ther is of himſelf, but the Son is begotten of 
the Father; but being of the ſame Subſtance 
with the Father, he is conſequently God, as 
the Father is. God : For the Inequality, ariſes 
not from the Eſſence, but from the Order and 


Manner of Subſiſtence. Thus the Father was 
greater than he: greater than he, as to his 
Original, the Son being begotten by him; and 


greater 
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but as to his Eſſence they are both one God, 


2 o- Fils e CY CDP - e ee 


L514 


greater is he that gives, than he that receives; 


and ſo equal. Three Ways, ſays he, the Fa- 
ther was greater than Chriſt. Firſt, with Re- 
ſpect to his Human Natute. Who can doubt, 
but a dependant Creature is inferior to that 
Almighty Being that made him? Secondly, 
with Reſpect to the eternal Generation of his 
Divine Perſon, as he was begotten of the Fa- 
ther, who is therefore called the Fountain of 
the Deity. Thirdly, with Reſpect to his Of- 
fice, as Mediator, for thus he was the Fa- 
ther's Servant. O wonderful Condeſcenſfion ! 
That the eternal Word, who as ſuch, was 
equal with the Father, ſhould in Compaſſion 
to us accept a Station, and ſuſtain a Character, 
in which the Father was greater than he. 
Now, ſays he, though under each of theſe 
Conſiderations, God the Father is greater than 
the Son z yet none of them are inconſiſtent 
with the-Son's being God by Nature. I might 
add what ſome of our moſt learned Biſhaps, 
Pearſon, Bull and Stillingfleet; or ſome emi- 
nent Divines, Dr. Grabe, Dr. Hicks, and many 


more have ſaid ; but this is enough to ſhew 


that I have advanced no new Notion :, and in- 
deed, if I had, I might have expected a much 
more * Perſon than Mr. ----- to have 

G2 chaſtis d 
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ehaſtis d me. Some Perſons feem, I am ſorry 
to ſay it, to be very indifferent about the maſt 
weighty Points of Religion, or entertain wrong 
Notions in Reſpect of Things that concern 
their eternal Salvation; and will neither take 
any Pains. themſglves to be better inform id, 
nor admit of Inſtructions from other Perſons. 
How eafily might Mr. have conſalted 
Dr. Hammond and Mr. Burkitt upon the New 
Teſtament, and been better ſatisfy d about the 
Meaning of that Text, before he condemmd 
in ſo public a Place the Account I gays of it. 
Pray, Sir, ſeeing you are his Neighbour, and 
are often in his Company, importune him to 
read with a little more. OA. 
I have ſaid about this Text, and then put this 
plain Queſtion to him; if he have a Son, will 
he not allow him to have all eſſential Proper- 
ties belonging to Mankind, and to bo as much, 
though not fo great a Man, as himſelf; and 
yet in his relative Capacity to be inferior or 
ſubordinate to him, as his Father? I do not 
mention this as a parallel Caſe, but only by 
way of IIluſtration. There is ſome Analogy 

or Reſemblance, though not an exact Agree- 
ment between them, as will dE Ewa * 17 75 


CRE 

Again there are ſome Perſons, ab you: yours 
ſelf, Sir, told mo, Who will not believe -the 
Trinity, becauſe they cannot comprehend it; 
and aſk. with Nicedemus in another Caſdi hum 
can theſe Things be ? Pray Gir, afk theſd 
Gentlemen, if you chance to meet with them 
again, who defire them to believe, -how this 
or can be, 5 t. how there is or can be Tri- 
nity of Perſons in the Unity af the ' Godhead; 
el eee inſeparably us 
nited as to he one God ? All that we deſird of 
them ia, to believe according to what is re- 
veal d, and leave ſecret Things to God, or to 
a future State: hen we- ſhall have a farther 
Knowledge of divine Things, and know as we 
are known. All that we-defire af them is to 
believe that it is fo, without troubling them 
ſelves about ther Manner how it is ſo. That 
there are three Perſons, and yet but one God, 
is plainly reveal'd ; this we are to believe, be- 
cauſe it is teveald; theſe three Perſons we 
are to worſhip in the Unity of the Godhead, 
becauſe we are baptiz d in the Name, or into 


the Belief and Profeffon of them. And upon' = 


the Sincerity of this Belief or Profeſſion de- 
pends the Sabvation of all ſuch as, have had 
proper and ſufficient and Means 
of Inſtruction· But pray, Sir, don't theſe Gen- 


tlemen 


BJ 
tlemen of ſo comprehenſive and exalted a Ge- 
nius, believe many Things to be, without 
comprehending the Manner, how they are? Do 
not they believe that God is eternal, i. e. with- 
out Beginning and without End? And yet is 
it poſſible that the Underſtanding of Man, 
being finite and limited, ſnhould form a clear 
wg _— Notion of Eternity, i. e. 
| a Thing unlimited and infinite? I men- 
9 in my Letter, by way of Illuſtration 
and that I might not be miſunderſtood, the 
Union of the Soul and Body, which no Man 
of common Senſe and Reaſon will deny to be, 
though the wiſeſt cannot tell or explain how 
it is. Does not the Mind of Man think and 
reflect, add, ſubtract, multiply and divide? 
Does it not reaſon and deduce one Thing from 
another ? Does it not determine itſelf, and act 
freely, and move the Body, and ſtop its Mo- 
tion as it pleaſes? Can any one certainly tell 
how all this is done? How the one com- 
mands ſo powerfully, and the other obeys ſo 
readily? Are there not many Things above 
one's Reaſon, and which the Mind cannot 
comprehend, nor form a diſtinct and clear 
Idea of, and yet cannot be aſſerted to be con- 
trary to our Reaſon? They may indeed be 
above our eee but do they = 
tra 


[5s] 
tradict any of thoſe plain and - ſelf-evident 
Principles, which are implanted in our Un- 
derſtanding? Who, for Example, is able tö 
apprehend, how the ſinalleſt Particle of Mat- 
ter, which can be aſſign'd, is in itſelf capable 
of being for ever divided? And yet this is ſo 
far from being oontrary to my Reaſon, that ĩt 
informs me the Thing muſt be ſo, though 1 
am not able to comprehend the Manner of it. 
And no Philoſopher, that I know of, hath e- 
ver pretended to deny this; there being nõ 
Part of Matter, becauſe Matter implies Exten- 
ſion, though ever ſo ſmall, that can be ſo 
much as conceived to be abſolutely and in it- 
ſelf indiviſible. We are well affured that a 
Man born blind may be convinced and in- 
duced to believe, that there is ſuch a Thing 
as Light, becauſe his Neighbours tell him fo; 
although he knows not what it is: And dare 
any one diſbelieye God, when he tells him, 
that there are three Perſons in the Unity of - 
the Divine Nature, or that the Divine and 


Human Nature are united together in the 
ſingle Perſon of Cbriſt, becauſe he does not 
underſtand or comprehend, how they are ſo? | 
I might inſtance in many more ſtrange and 
wonderful Things in Nature, as alſo in Ma- 
thematicks, in Phyſicks, in — in 


Navi - | 
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1 
Navigation and other Arts and Sciences, which 
thoſe, Who are ignorant of them, will ſcarce 
believe, and which to thoſe, who know them, 
are incomprehenſible. Can they explain to us 
exactly the Configuration of Plants, or the 
Formation of Inſects? Can they give us a per- 
fe& Account of that amazing Variety of Ob- 
jects which one Blade of Graſs preſents to out 
View ; or how the Roots of Trees fetch up, 
as it were by ſubterraneous Pipes, all tlie 
Juices that are neceſſary to feed them ? Can 
they tell us, how Grains of Corn multiply in 
the Ground, and as they corrupt, germinate 
and ſpring ; or how the teeming Earth, like 
a kind Parent, reſtores with Ul more Ears 
than ſhe had received Grains ? It would be 
endleſs as well as needleſs to multiply Queſ- 
tions of this Nature. The Flux and Reflux of 
the Sea continue ſtill a Myſtery, notwith- 
ſtanding the many Hypotheſes that the moſt 
ingenious Philoſophers have form'd to ſolve 
them by. How contradictory to common 
Senſe and Regſon does it ſeem to be, that two 
Lines ſhould be fo drawn, as ſtill to come 
nearer to one another and yet never meet, 
though drawn in Infinitum ? And yet this is 
demonſtrably true in Mathematicks. May it 
not en to ſome an incomprehenſible Myſte· 


15 
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ry, that Water ſhould be turned inta Tee, 41 
a River congealed into a ſolid Rock? Or ho 
would not think it impaſſible, that tranſpa- 
cent Glaſs ſhould be made out of Send, which 
is a dark or opake Body ; and yet this may. be 
ſeen done any Day in ſeveral Parte ef the 
Kingdom? What need I mention inſiaitb Di- 
viſions of Numbers in Decimal Fractions, 
when tis acknowledged, that there ig no 
Number actually infinite or the Myſterits gf 
the Loadſtone and the Needle, which ne Man 
can any more give a ſatis factory and certain 
Account of, than he can ſind out the /Philor 
pher's Stone ? There are none of out S˙Hñ 
Gentlemen in Religion, but wha: belicys, that 
either the Earth or the Sun moves; and. yet 1 
defire-any of that, who diſbelievs. 3 Trigity 
of Perſons in the Unity of the Godhead, be- 
cauſe they cannot comprehend how the three 
Perſons ſhould he' © united as to be. hut ane 
God 10 let me know; what Cemprshenſſan 
they have of the Motion of the Earth 4 -hew 
it can de ſuppoſe to move fifteen. Miles in a 
Minute, a' Quarter of u Mile or tw Fuente 

in a Second, and above ſeven Verde in a 
Third; and yet they ſeem all che while to 
ſtand ill, and are inſenfible of it, and a- 
* no Motion * be in an Toftans- 


I leave” 
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I leave it to themſelves to calculate; ag ell 
as they can, the prodigious long Race of the 
gun through the ſpacious Firmament, if it be 
ſuppoſed to move; and if they want any Aſ- 
fiſtance or Direction, I recommend to them 
the Peruſal of the Chapter of the Libertines 
in Monſieur De la Bruyere's Characters of the 
Manners of the Age. Seeing then, Sir, many 
Things are admitted in Nature and Art, at- 
tended with ſome Difficulties that the Reaſon 
of Man cannot ſurmount, or wherein are fame 
Knots too hard for our underſtanding to un- 
tie: Why may not Religion claim the ſame 
Privilege that Philoſophy does; and the Bock 
of God claim the ſame Allowances that ate 
made to the Book of Nature? The next 
Time, Sir, you are in thoſe Gentlemen's 
Company, who, you told me, made ſuch Ob- 
jections to my Letter, adviſe them to ſubmit 
their Reaſon to Faith, and believe what is re- 
veal d concerning the Trinity, without en- 
quiring into the Manner how kit is. The .- 
cret Things belong unto the Lord our God, bur 
thoſe Things which are +evealed, belong unte 
"a and to bur Children for ever, that” we''may 
do all the" Words f this Law. Deut.:29i#9. 
I cannot do better than conclude this Letter 
not cc for my own 1 „ 
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Satisfaction or Inſtruction of all ſober Men, 
with the Words of Archbiſhop Synge in & 
ſmall Tract called, AI plain and ea Me 
thod, c. which I would beg leave to recom- 


mend to the ſerious Conſideration bf all Per- 


ſons, Who hays an n into. _- hae? 
tian Faith. Na 
Seet."35. „Al, whos ck jr SHES 
agree in this, that there is but one God a- 
« lone; but the Controverſy concerning a Tri- 
« nity in the Unity of the Divine Nature has 
been no ſmall Diſturbance to the Church. 
The Doctrine I take to be very evident 
— upon the Holy Scripture, the Au- 
« thority of which is on both Sides allowed 
« for the Father, the Word or Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt are there very often ſpoken of 
exactly in the ſame Manner, as we always 
« ſpeak of three ſeveral Perſons ; and of each 
<< of theſe Perſons ſuch Things are frequently 
« ſaid, as cannot agree to any but God. Where+ 
« as all the ObjeQions; that are made againſt 
eit are grounded upon this palpable Miſ- 
< take j that the-ObjeRors always underſtatil 
«the Words, Perſun . Nature, 'Subſtance, and 
alli the. other. Teims malie uſe of- in ti 
„ Diqpute in che ums Signification;" a we le 
Nenn ook; of Men lik 


our : 
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r ſebres: For Example, three human Pers 

bp day they, are three diſtin&+Meny 
therefore, if they were really three Divine 
« Perſons, they muſt be three diſtinct (Gods; 
« Again, it is abſurd, ſay they, te imagine, 
«© that God, who. i is omuipreſent and ſupreme 
and infinite in Power, can be ſent by any 
« one; but the Father is ſaid to have ſent the 
a Son, and the Father and the Soh are ſaid to 
© have ſent the Holy Ghoſt; from hence 
« they would. infer, that therefore neither the 
“Son nor the Holy Ghoſt, is God, with much 
more to the like Purpoſt, that frequetitly 
A gcouts in the Writings of the Luitariann 
* But - haze we not the very ſame Argu- 
« ments againſt, Gad's, Wiſdom and his Love 
to Mankind, as the Unitarrans bring againſt 
* the Trinity df Perſons in the Unity of tho 
* Godhead ? And may we not after the; ſame 
« Manger argue againſt avery Attribute and 
6 Action of God? which for Want of mdre 
prepes Words we are forced 10 txpireſa-in 
be very; ſame. Terms. ;that we-make: uſo: of 
Fin ſpeaking of, whatever comreſponds theres 
#unto in Man, Her than ſober Uiiterian, 
Ans well as.gvery: ather:Mianh, :muſt, -I:thiinky 
4 have Regavinie da the Principle juſt nam daid 
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« that there is between the Noot, Spring ot 

*« Principle, from hene any Property,” Habit, 
Attribute or Action proceeds; the ſame there 
t muſt be between the Frogertiet, Habits, 

% Attribubes er Actions theinſelves} however, 
«for Want ef fiifficient Vatiety of Words we 
« are often] forced to call then by the ſime 
Name) and fay; that u the cternil And pefa 
4 fect Natute uf God is alto r & diffes 
rent Nind froth the created knd finiiperfet 
Nature of Man; o i there fully thi ſuine 
DPifferente ' between the Propetties, ' Auris“ 
© butes and Actions, that exiſt n, or protted 
fim theſe: two feveral Nuthres: AI 
« thaugh therefore; God is: not wiſe wick 
„that Kind er Sort of Wiſdam "that Man 
pres loves wich that Rind of Sort: of | 
Loves that: Man dods; jet we truly and 
= properly tay, that: Gel in Wiſe; und ant 
he loves: and we demonliiratively' prove 
© theſe Trum from töe durν¹,,˖ 'Effecty of 
*« beth; although cur \weak Vhderftiriding 
* caritot- frame '« Notiofhy' what the Din 
« Wikiom' and Love interniliy, an in hens - 
*«felves- are, [when ab tlie m Time we are 
"*ſenifable- that: we esgoy tied Beheft ant Com» 
ont ot iam Hort; + 9 
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e mean ſuch Kind of Perſons as three Men 


the Schools ſpeak) there is a threefold Diſ- 
4 tinction internally, and, as it is in itſelſſ al- 
46 together incomprehenſible to us but out- 
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0 tional and ſatisfactory Anſwer; and ſueh 45 
iz to be made uſe of, vvhenever any Argu2 
ments are drawn from the bare Signification 
af any Words that are in common! applied, 
«both to God and Man, or any other Orea- 
« Anſwer will not in the ſame Manner clear 
up all the Difficultics that ariſe: from ſuch 
* Sort: of Objections as are uſually; made a- 
« gainſt the Doctrine of a Trinity of Perſons 

« in the Unity of the "Godhead. '-For when 
*« we. ſay, that there are three Perſons inthe 


Unity of the Divine Nature, we do not 


** are, any more than by Wiſdom, Love, ot 
8 of the Altiibiaies or Actions vEGod;/wt 


mean the ſame Sort of Qualifications or Ac- 


« tions, as we do when we apply the ſame 
Words to Man: But our Meaning (as well 
_ in ſo ſublime-a- Doctrine I am able to 


* expreſs it) is; that in the Divine Nature, 


«« which is but one, (and that numerically! as 


% wardly in the Holy Scriptures” 


to us under the perſonal Names of the Fa- 
lier, the Word or Son,” and the I 


« G 
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« Ghoſt or Spirit j to eich of whom .we. there 
t find diſtinct perſonal Actions aſcribed,” and 
«© perſonal Expreſſions always accomodated. 
* Although: therefore, it is beyond the Power 
«of! Human Underſtanding to conceive this 
Myſtecy as it. is in itſelf; yet by Faith we 


believe it to be as God has it 
e unto us ; and this Re we take to 
«be a ſufficient Foundation for all ſuch Du- 


«ties; as are conſequent upon or ariſe; from 
the Docttine. And becauſe it is impoſſible 
<0 expreſs our Meaning without the Uſe, of 
Words, nor will any Language furniſn us 
% with other Words to expreſs the Things of 
God, but ſuch as are uſed to ſignif what 
oe apprehend to have the neareſt Correſpon- 
«dence thereto in Man; for this Reafon we 
«are: forced to make Uſe of the Words Per- 
« fons, Suchfance, Ge. not that they do denote 
unto us the Things as. they. are in them- 
ſelves, for in that Reſpect we expreſly own 
them to be incomprehenſible; but only as 
neee ee pd, — 

4 Capacity, repreſented to us by God in his 


Hoy Word, as a Foundation for ſeveral 
Chriſtian Duties. And when the Son or the 
Holy Ghoſt are ſaid to be ſent (which was 
the other Objection mention d) by ſending 
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. fieb an Act in i ff indeed to us ingem- | 


_ #+wwhat in the ſame Manner may be fairly ac- 
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5 it is not intended, that Dirathbqn were gb 
te nbem 40 go: frum nne Place to another in the 
5 Mannet as one: Man does tu another, when 
< he is aid to ſend him; but to nnd, as it 
is thus applied vo the Father or Son, figni- 


i prehenſihle; but as near, as may be in 
c God, correſponding to the Action of n. 


ing in Man, and which, ſor Want of 3 
t more proper Word, we are forced to ex- 
1 preſs by the ſame Name. This 1 take to 
1% be à rational Anſwer to thoſe two Objec- 

«« tions of the LUnitariant, which I have above 
#5, propoſed, and ſufficient to ſatisfy every Man, 
« who'is.content with St. Paul, as long as he 


4 ig in this Life, to know the Things of God 


in Part, &c. Nor is there any other Dif- 
te ficulty in the Holy Trinity, as it is e- 
ce preſſed either in the Holy Seripture, or in 
«« the Creeds and Liturgy. of our Church, but 


5: counted for Se. 36. I take this Way of 


«accounting for the Attributes, Actions and 
t Perſons of the Godhead to be not only in 
t itſelf very ſatisfactory; but alſo, if rightly 
i underſtood, af great Importanea | towards 
et putting an End to all thoſe Diſputes that 
e in the World about theſe Mat- 

« ters 3 


fowl 

«ters ; and if the Reader is not fatisfy'd with” 
<« what I have here ſaid, I defire him, before 
he paſſes his Cenſure, to have Recourſe to 

« the School Divines, who have handled this 

« Subject ; particularly I recommend to him 
« Tho.' Aquinas contra Gent. cum Com. Fran. 
« de Siu. Lib. 1. Cap. 3a, 33, 34. where he will 
find theſe three Things expreſly maintain d. 
« Firſt, That when we make uſe of the ſame 

« Words in ſpeaking of God, and of any o- 
« ther Thing ſuch Words are not to be un- 

« derſtood univocally, or in one and the ſame. 

« Signification, the Nature and Eſſence of 
God not being of the ſame Kind or Sort 
« with that of any other Thing whatſoever. 
« Secondly, That yet ſuch Words are not to 
ebe underſtood to be meerly equivocal, or 
the ſame in Sound only, but without any 

« Manner. of Agreement in their Senſe or Sig- 

e nification. - For there may and ought to be 
« an Agreement, though not an univerſal 
one, in the Signification of every Word, 
« that is applied to God and any Creature; 
« that is to ſay, when at any Time we ſpeak - 
of God in the ſame Words as we do of a. 
Creature, the Uſe of ſuch Words ought not 
to be altogether groundleſs and 'precarious, 
but founded. upon ſome juſt and Sufficient 
U 91 « Reaſon:. 
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« Reaſon. Thirdly, Therefore that fuch Words 
< are always to be underſtood analggucalhy, that 
is to ſay, with ſome reaſonable und well- 
grounded Reſemblance of Signification in 
&© ſuch their different Application: For ſince 
ein this Life we have no immediate or ſen- 
« ſible Knowledge of God, but only trace as 
« much as we can of his Nature and Attri- 
ce butes from thoſe Effects, which immediate- 
« ly incur into our Senſes and Underſtanding, 
. « and of which we can demonſtrate him to be 
he Cauſe ; either we muſt have no Con- 
« ception at all of ſuch his Nature and Attri- 
<« butes, or elſe we muſt conceive them, as well 
« as we Can (and in ſuch a Manner, as may 
« be a ſufficient Foundation for our Duty) 
« from ſome faint and dark Reſemblanee, 
_ « which we apprehend to be between them 
« and thoſe of ſome of his Creatures. Or if 
« the Reader is not willing to trouble him- 
« ſelf with the difficult Terms of the Schools; 
< let bim read his Grace the Lord Archbiſhop 
of Dublin's Sermon, entitled Divine Pre- 
« deflination and Foreknowledge confſtent with 
« the Freedom of Man's Will, where he will 
find this Matter very clearly and fatiefa@by 


« rily handled.” So much — Þ 


to tranſcribe from the 
4 INS 1 above - 


P 


above-mentioned, becauſe therein this Matter : 


is clearly repreſented, and it is entirely agree- 
able to my own Sentiments. I need add no 


more (having already, Lam afraid, too much 
treſpaſſed upon your Patience) but that I am 
with the greateſt Reſpect, 


een 


Yur moſt obliged humble Servant, &c. 


os, NS. 


4 


l zie ad Awad: Sage en 
ee att al zl bas roles e 4 4. 
habe i-.awovratges 1 vir __ 2 
2; bin O l mn {7k þ- 1" 
> rags 14-250 n abe 2 


IE 5 
W 


1 * 2% 

- PF l 4 „ = . - 
2 | 7 * Pf *g'3 * 4A x r 2 
* N 4 4 4 . , > * FEY : 


* | R * 5 0 Y 75 3 
* ” * % ' * 89 * - ; 7 
PS «4,3 of * 
. 4 N 1 * a 
) 4 0 : #4 * FX % - £ N 1 * k 0 i 4 
t . 3 $422 24 . ſ +3 
: uw Ll 4 - 
* = * "4 Pd 1 * 
Fu 4 « 16> > 4 . ka A hy 5 1 4 * „ 1 A 1 
« Pw a - 
. . 2 
* ? a" . . * " 89 9 % pe 9 
NHS ——_— _— & a»-£ ** * * x D n "=" A * | > 1 \ L 0 : ul 
p LA . % SW £ MJ, 45%, \ 12 * 434 1 o 9 . TY oY * , "A #- PX \ 
: 9 T% : 1 1 ” *> 1 * 
0 f 1 1 * 


4 * 1 * ! R y * 4 
iy” * wa. +4 ry 4 4 * p | 
92 1 . * . : 9 8 , 7 1 
. * of 4 . — ky * — — £ 4 v a v 7 4 
. * : * o 4* 4 ' a7 + * * 1 e « 
g 7 * . ' , A 
4, , 0 1 and 0 4 * [ 
. 0 A 1 
4 2 £ - 2 L T * . 7 . = Ay * * 
. 7 * 8 4 a = \ 4 4 9 
Bk * 7 OY &s % by % #! 7 2 . wy bk n - * ov "ds 
| 44 , * * 1 : J . ks * 4 * 7 * of 
70 I» 7 C - . 
* 
1; 2 — _- us 
1 - * * i * * * 7 "— *. 7 » l br 
WR" <0 ** t By BL 
N ; Sec 1 4-4 1 FY 
of þ | 1 


4 WR: £ 
—— 


— FOE 


= 


- 
* 

. 

- 


3 
«4,4 
- 
. 
. 
— 
= 


= 
- 


— 


1 
= 
ar 
.. 
655 
” a. 
* 
. 
C1] 
. 


3 
VE wy 
f 
- 


4 


